MICHIGAN HEREFORD ASSOCIATION
SPRING 2021 NEWSLETTER
Spring has sprung!
Spring is here, with most of the state having a relatively mild winter and below average snowfall. The one thing
we can count on living in Michigan is our weather can change in the blink of an eye so April snowfall is not out
of the question. Extended daylight and warmer temperatures gives us a new hope as the winter season passes.

Spring is an exciting time of the year with new calves on the ground and seeing how our breeding choices
ended up. After calving it’s on to planning for breeding for 2022 and marketing your spring calf crop.

It’s hard to believe that it has been one year since the Covid 19 pandemic has changed everyone’s lives. We
have all been impacted by this disease directly or indirectly. The future is looking brighter now though, with
vaccinations taking place, helping to build immunity. As we move into summer hopefully life will start returning
to a more normal state.

Please take time to cast your votes for current open board positions with enclosed ballot and mail back.

A big thank you to Tammy and Ben who have served on the board with their terms expiring!

Our annual meeting is being changed to our fall show (Fall Spectacular), the same as we had done last year.
Take care and be safe.
Regards,
Jim Steketee
MHA President

MHA 2021 Board Nominations
Please find enclosed a ballot to cast your vote. You must be a member in good standing to vote.
There is a note included to notify you if you need to renew your membership. If you need to
renew please send back a check with the attached membership application. Our nominees are
Cody Hileman, Kristin Capparelli and Robin Riker.
Below are the nominees and their answers to our nomination questions:

Name: Cody Hileman
Email Address: hilemaherf@gmail.com

Phone Number: 989-802-2366

Mailing Address: 675 E. Mannsiding Rd., Harrison, MI 48625
Occupation / Employer: Semex USA.
Member of the Michigan Hereford Association: Yes
of years.

Number of years: I believe I am and unknown number

Member of the American Hereford Association: Yes

Number of years: more than 12

Describe your Hereford operation / farm:
Our farm was established in 1904. We introduced Hereford cattle onto our farm in 2003. We started with 2
heifers and a bred cow. We currently have just over 50 head all registered with many of our genetics leading
back to the Wards in Wyoming. We sell bulls and heifers and feeder cattle off the farm and also at different
regional expo sales.
Considering your gifts, passions, temperament, and experience, what particular strengths would you bring
to the Board?
I feel that my daily life working in cattle genetics and being able to see how things are done in our state as well
as our region allows me to understand the positives and negatives that our fellow producers face in everyday
life. I passed on a few opportunities to stay in Michigan to come home and to continue to build on our herd
that we established in 2003. We live and breathe the Hereford breed and believe people can see that in our
herd. Not everyone has the same opportunity to do what others do, but that doesn’t mean they do not have
access to the same information and ability to talk to those who can try and understand their situation. There is
never one way to do things.
Current / past involvement with church, community, and civic organizations; include leadership and board
experiences: Different volunteer positions I have done in my life include: a 2 year service mission for my
church.
Heavily involved in 4H, not just my child’s projects, but others in and around our club.
Have had different opportunities to be involved with different city youth sport leagues.

Cody con’t…
Current / past involvement with the Michigan Hereford Association:
I believe I am a current member that comes from a different background than most and might be able to bring
a different perspective.
Why do you value the Michigan Hereford Association?
I value the Michigan Hereford Association because we are the boots on the ground that everyone sees. We
can set the example of what is expected out of our breed and our people. I feel if you want to have an
organization that people want to be a part of we must be leaders in the field and not let things pass us by. We
must drive involvement to grow our brand and desire for good quality cattle. I believe at times cattle in
Michigan can be overlooked because of where we are located and that should not be the case, but we should
be looked at as a place that is on the forefront of development in our industry.

In light of moving the Michigan Hereford Association forward, how would you exhibit
visionary leadership?
I believe that nothing is built in a day. Understanding why things are done and how to accomplish them by
communicating effectively to our membership is important. We must gain involvement by our members
including myself, to help bring breeders together.
With most breeders being the ones, who other cattlemen see first, we must do our best to help provide
opportunities for those to have success when they also put forward the effort to put themselves in that place.

Name: Kristin Capparelli
Email Address: kristincapparelli@gmail.com

Phone Number: (616) 262-6681

Mailing Address: 18901 Cedar Mill Ct., South Bend, IN 46637
Occupation / Employer: Financial Assistant/Korhorn Financial Group

Member of the Michigan Hereford Association: Yes Number of years: Recent, but was a part of the junior
association for 12 years and the family farm has been a member for about 16 years.
Member of the American Hereford Association: Yes Number of years: Recent, but was a part of the junior
association for 12 years and the family farm has been a member for about 16 years.
Describe your Hereford operation / farm:
My parents, Dave and Jill Bielema, have been operating a Hereford cow/calf production, Grand Meadows Farm
(GMF), for close to 20 years now. We focus on performance and efficient genetics that can grow a herd. GMF is
involved in the Definitely Different Sale each October and has been a part of the Michigan Beef Expo Sale
multiple times.

Kristin con’t….
Considering your gifts, passions, temperament, and experience, what particular strengths would you bring to
the Board?
I am blessed to have the gifts of leadership, organization, and communication that I use every day during my
current job. Versed in many different modes of communication, I am flexible with schedules and methods of
communicating (Zoom, email, face to face, etc.). I have also worked with breeders of all ages on the National
Junior Hereford Board of Directors. Currently, I work with a group of college interns, the executives in our
company, and clients of all ages to reach goals of many kinds.

Current / past involvement with church, community, and civic organizations; include leadership and board
experiences:
Upon aging out of showing in 4H, I was a 4H leader for about two years before moving to South Bend, IN. I have
also been involved in the Kent County Youth Fair. I served on the Michigan Junior Hereford Board of Directors
and was a Director for the National Junior Hereford Association.
Current / past involvement with the Michigan Hereford Association:
Besides attending multiple annual meetings in the past, my involvement with the Michigan Hereford
Association is minimal, but I am excited to start becoming more involved on a greater level.

Why do you value the Michigan Hereford Association?
I have a passion for the Hereford breed, raising Hereford cattle, and educating those around us about the
greatest of this industry. I have an itch to serve and work with those that also have those same aspirations. I
believe that as an Association, there is a window to educate those out of the Association, as well as serve
those within it to grow productive herds.

In light of moving the Michigan Hereford Association forward, how would you exhibit visionary leadership?
I believe that the Hereford breed portrays a large family that comes together to make our nation more
educated with the benefits of beef and raising cattle. Starting a smaller organization, the MHA, will help to
conquer that farm by farm. As a younger breeder, I can help to be a liaison to the Juniors and all generations,
bringing different perspectives from all areas of my life.

Name: Robin L. Riker
Email Address: cattlealley@gmail.com

Phone Number: 517-202-0324

Mailing Address: 3241 Goodwin Rd. Ionia, MI 48846
Occupation / Employer: Family Farm and Home / Receiver
Member of the Michigan Hereford Association: Yes No Number of years: Yes - 35+
Member of the American Hereford Association: Yes No Number of years: Yes - 35+

Describe your Hereford operation / farm: Small herd of registered Herefords. Started with my first Hereford
cow in 1983. Most cows go back to our 2010 Reserve National Champion Bull Gus. We have a good market for
leasing bulls and always have something available. I have shown Herefords since 1983. My late husband Dan
and I were the 2020 Hall of Merit inductees. This was a great honor for us and I was so glad that Dan was able
to be there to receive this award.

Considering your gifts, passions, temperament, and experience, what particular strengths would you bring
to the Board? I have served on the MHA board in past years, with multiple terms. I am also a co-adviser with
Heather Breasbois for the Michigan Junior Hereford Association. We have worked hard to grow this great
group of juniors.

Current / past involvement with church, community, and civic organizations; include leadership and board
experiences: I have been involved in 4-H in Ionia county as Beef Superintendent at the Ionia Fair. Also work
with 4-H youth with their beef projects, showmanship skills and helping them prepare their animals for shows.

Current / past involvement with the Michigan Hereford Association: I am a co-adviser with Heather Breasbois
for the Michigan Junior Hereford Association. I have served on both the MJHA board as President and Vice
President, as a youth. I have served several terms on the MHA board.

Why do you value the Michigan Hereford Association? The MHA is an essential part of the premonition of the
Hereford breed, a lot of our customers have found our name through the MHA. I am always handing out the
MHA directory and any show or fair that we go to. .

In light of moving the Michigan Hereford Association forward, how would you exhibit visionary leadership?
Have been part of this association for as long as I have, I have seen the things that work and some that don’t.
There are always new ideas and ways to do things.

Michigan Hereford Women
MHA Queen 2021-2022
Lucie Ullom of Coleman, MI was selected to represent the
MHA as our queen for the next year! Lucie is a member of
the MJHA junior board and is very passionate about the
Hereford breed and looks forward to representing Michigan
at the shows. Congratulations Lucie!

2021 Michigan Hereford Scholarship
Olivia Jannert of Eau Claire, MI was selected as the 2021
MHA Scholarship recipient! Olivia is a member of the
MJHA junior board. She is finishing up her education at
Southwestern Michigan College and the MSU program. She
will graduate in the fall and move on in the spring to
Andrews University where she will start pre-vet med
classes. Congratulations Olivia!

If you would like to become a member of the Michigan Hereford Women please go
to the MHA website and sign up!

2020 Fall Spectacular/Annual Meeting October 3, 2020
We had a great turn out of cattle and people at the fall show. We held our 2020
annual meeting there, where Ron MacNaughton presented the Hall of Merit
Award to Dan and Robin Riker.
The Ellis Garlinger Award was presented by Scott McDonald to Drew Flokstra at
the 2020 Definitely Different Sale held at Ridgeview Farm.

Results of the 2020 Fall Spectacular Open Show judged by Caleb Klingenberg:

For pictures check out the Michigan Hereford Association Facebook page!
Champion Steer-Jared Machiela

Reserve Steer- Shane Pepper

Champion Heifer Lilly Schut

Reserve Heifer Katelyn Harfst

Champion Bull- Robin Riker

Reserve Bull Katelyn Harfst

Results of Fall Spectacular Junior Show judged by Brandon Hill

Champion Steer—Jared Machiela

Reserve Steer Paige Nichols

Champion Heifer—Lucie Ullom

Reserve Heifer –Andrew Johnston

Champion Bull Olivia Jannert

Champion Cow/ Calf –Emily Cassel

For pictures check out the Michigan Junior Hereford Association Facebook page!
2021 Upcoming Events
“PCR Influence” Sale May 1, 2021 12:00 noon at Phil & Chris Rottman 2148 S Croswell Fremont,
MI 49412. Catalog by request only call 231-924-5776 or email pcr@ncats.net
2021 Great Lakes Hereford Show June 19-20, Midland, MI Watch Facebook more info!
2021 MHA Fall Spectacular
We are planning on having a show in the fall. The date and location are to be determined yet.
Watch your email and MHA Facebook page for updates. We are also planning to have our Annual
Meeting at the Fall Spectacular.
2022-2024 MHA Directory Ads
We will be updating the MHA Directory this year and will hold the advertising auction during
the annual meeting at the 2021 Fall Spectacular. If you are interested in advertising please let
us know!

MICHIGAN JUNIOR HEREFORD ASSOCIATION

Dan Riker Memorial Scholarship
Dan Riker and his wife Robin are long time Hereford breeders. Dan passed away Dec. 18,
2020 at the age of 59. Dan was always a strong advocate for Hereford youth, and could
often be seen giving advice and encouragement to members of the MJHA. Dan’s final
wish was to develop a scholarship which rewarded individual and cooperative effort,
enthusiasm, excellence, leadership, and to develop good breeders for both Herefords
and the beef industry. We will be awarding one MJHA member every fall $100 to go
towards the youths beef project.
Requirements:
● Youth must be an MJHA member in good standing.
● Youth must be a paid member for the past three consecutive years.
● Youth must demonstrate the qualities of a good leader by demonstrating cooperative effort,
enthusiasm, excellence, and a strong desire to continue in the beef industry.
We would like to thank the following families and businesses that have helped us start the Dan Riker
Memorial Award. We are always taking donations for this award to keep it going.
Klink Family - Garden, MI

Carl and Ann Pease - Bellevue, MI

Rheault Farm - Sue Strieter Family - Lake Linden, MI

Ron and Jill MacNaughton - Grand Ledge, MI

Tom and Tammy Dickinson - Ionia, MI

BHT&D - Saranac, MI

Rodney and Brenda Jackson and Family - Sunfield, MI

Steve and Nancy Thelen - Saline, MI

Bill and JoAnn Goerge - Lansing, MI

Karl and Sarah Jones - Saranac, MI

Larry Bishop Family - Mulliken, MI

Jerry and Joyce Segerlind - Portland, MI

Vincent Cody Family - Kalkaska, MI
Adam and Amanda Gaulke - Allegan, MI
Maple Lane Farm - Jim and Karen Steketee - Caledonia, MI

2021 MJHA Spring/Summer Events
June 19th-20th Great Lakes Hereford Midland, MI
June 19th MJHA Jr. Nationals meeting Midland, MI
July 3rd-9th Junior National Hereford Expo Kansas City, MO
July 28th-31st Faces of Leadership Columbus, OH
Aug 16th-22nd U.P State Fair Escanaba, MI
Sept 2nd-6th Michigan State Fair Novi, MI
***Please follow Michigan Junior Hereford Association on
Facebook for the most up to date information on MJHA events

and meetings. *** For information on how to become involved with the MJHA please contact one of our
advisors:
Heather Breasbois (727) 365-0457 or Robin Riker (517) 202-0324

Michigan Hereford Association
Membership Application
I hereby make application for membership in the Michigan Hereford Association (MHA). Upon becoming a member, I
agree to be governed by the constitutuion and By-Laws of the MHA and to abide by the rules of the Americation
Hereford Association. Dues for one year are $20.00, payable to MHA.
Member Name:

Farm Name:

Address:

City:

State:
Email:

Zip:

Phone:
Farm Website:

Please Mail or Email to: MHA Secretary/Treasurer
237 38th St.
Allegan, MI 49010
michiganhereford@gmail.com

